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Publisher's Note 


A Muslim may be acquainted with the pillars of Islam 
and with faith and basic knowledge to practise the religion, 
but this acquaintance is not enough for being steadfast in 
one's religion. At present, Muslims live in societies where 
many temptations of the era surround them. There are also 
many concepts, doubts and confusions which make Islam 
strange to many people who, if they do not end in apostasy, 
practise Islam as a merely inherited religion. 


The author of this book has dealt with the means and 
ways that reinforce a Muslim's steadfastness in Islam in 
order to protect many people from going astray, not only 
because of following their desires, but also due to lacking 
the proper knowledge. Ignorance in religion is the cause of 
all harm people face everywhere. 


The best feature of this book is that every principle 
discussed herein is deduced directly from the Qur'an and 
the authentic hadiths of the last Prophet (Blessings and 
peace be upon him). 


So, reading it will enable Muslims to seek the means 
described here to remain steadfast in Islam. 


8 Publisher's Note 


This is the second revised and improved version of 
the book, as the first edition was well received by the 
readers. Hope this edition will prove much more beneficial. 


I pray to Allah, the Exalted, All-Glorious, to help the 
readers to benefit from this book and reward all of us. May 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon Muhammad, his 
family, Companions, and those who follow them till the 
Day of Reckoning, Amin. 


Muhammad '"Abdul-Muhsin Al Tuwaijri, 
International Islamic Publishing House (IIPH) 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

1425 AH / 2004 CE 


Introduction 


Praise be to Allah (4&); we praise Him and seek His 
help and forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah, the 
Exalted, from the evil of our own selves and from our evil 
deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides cannot be led astray, and 
whomsoever He leaves astray cannot be guided. I bear 
witness that there is no true god except Allah Alone, with 
no partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad (#8) is His 
slave and messenger. 


Steadfastness in the religion of Allah is a basic 
requirement for every sincere Muslim who wants to follow 
the Straight Path with determination and understanding. 
This matter is of great importance for a number of reasons, 
including the following: 


— The present situation of the societies in which 
Muslims live, the types of temptation to which they 
are painfully exposed and the kinds of whims and 
desires, doubts and confusions have caused religion 
to become something strange, so that those who 
adhere to it are likened to something weird, and some 
people say: "The one who holds on to his religion is 
like the one who holds on to a burning coal."' 
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— Anyone who uses his brain will not doubt that 
Muslims today need the means of steadfastness more 
than their predecessors (salaf),’ and that the effort 
required is greater, because of the corruption in our 
times and the scarcity and weakness of brothers and 
supporters who could help. 


— The high incidence of apostasy (riddah) апа back- 
sliding, even amongst those who are working for 
Islam, which causes some Muslims to fear ending up 
the same way, makes one seek the means of standing 
firm so that he can reach dry land. 


About the relationship of this issue to the heart, the 
Prophet (3) said: 


"It changes more than a pot of rapidly boiling 
water.''? 


The Prophet (3&&) (Blessings and Peace be upon him) also 
gave another example of the heart: 


“The heart (qalb) takes its name from its constant 
changes (tagallub: alteration, variation, ups and 
downs). The likeness of the heart is that of a 


! Lit. predecessors, Early pious generations in Islam. 
? Ahmad, 4/6; al-Hàkim, 2/289; Silsilat al-ahadith as-Sahihah, hadith 
no. 1772. 
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feather at the root of a tree, being turned over and 
over by the wind.'"? 


A poet said: 


“Не is only called insan (man) because of his 
nisyan (forgetfulness). 

And it is only called al-qalb (the heart) because it 
constantly varies (yatagallab).”’ 


Making one, who is swept about by the winds of 
doubt and confusion, stand firm is a serious matter which 
needs tremendous means, as befits the seriousness and 
difficulty of the task at hand. 


It is part of Allah’s Mercy towards us that He has 
shown us, in His Book and through the words and life of 
His Prophet (£), many ways of being steadfast in Islam. I 
will discuss some of them in this booklet. 


3 Ahmad, 4/408; Sahih al-Jami‘, hadith no. 2364. 
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1. Turning towards the Qur'an 


The Qur'an is the foremost aid to standing firm in 
Islam. It is the strong rope and clear light of Allah. Whoever 
resorts to it, Allah (4) will protect him; whoever follows it, 
Allah will save him; and whoever calls to its way, Allah 
will guide him to the Straight Path. 


Allah has stated that the reason why this Book (the 
Qur'an) was revealed in stages was to help His Messenger 
(£) to stand firm in his faith. In the context of refuting the 
doubts of the kuffar (disbelievers), He (4) says: 


Wes GA Nod dedi X3 vus aX dis 
A е Qs ides As a CA) 452 

€) 4.5 525 b ens Y) To 
(YY-YY :06 7a! 354) 


(And those who disbelieve say: ‘Why was not the 
Qur'an revealed to him all at once?' Thus [it is sent 
down in parts], so that We may strengthen your 
heart thereby. And We have revealed it to you 
gradually, in stages. And no example to similitude 
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do they bring [to oppose or to find fault in you or in 
this Qur'an], but We reveal to you the Truth 
[against that similitude or example], and the better 
explanation thereof.) (Qur'an 25: 32-33) 


Why is the Qur'an such a source of strength? 


* Because it cultivates faith and purifies the soul through 
contact with Allah. 


* Because these @yat (verses) bring peace and tranquillity to 
the heart of the believer, so he will not be swept about by 
the winds of fitnah (affliction); his heart will be content 
with the remembrance of Allah. 


* Because it provides the Muslim with the correct 
understanding and values with which he will be able to 
evaluate the situation around him. It also gives him the 
standards against which he may judge things in a proper and 
consistent manner, without varying from one situation or 
person to another. 


* Because it refutes the doubts that are stirred up by the 
enemies of Islam, the kuffar and munàfiqoon (hypocrites) 
alike, as in the following examples from the early days of 
Islam. 


The effect of the ayah (verse): 


GIs TT ИА, АРУ: 
(Y ju 8) gw) 40) $63 dle 5, Ud» 
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€Your Lord [O° Muhammad] has neither forsaken 
you nor hates you.} (Qur'an 93: 3) 


— on the heart of the Prophet (£), when the mushrikoon 
(polytheists) said, “Muhammad has been forsaken...’’* 


The effect of the дуал (verse): 


Co wu 


Bas $m at] E oll tU.» 
4 ^ 
Catt v dai «C3 iz и ot, 


€... The tongue of the man they refer to is TN 
while this [the Qur'an] is a clear Arabic tongue.) 
(Qur'an 16: 103) 


The Quraysh disbelievers claimed that Muhammad 
(35 was taught by a human being and that he took the 
Qur'an from a Roman carpenter in Makkah. 


The effect of the ayah (verse): 


У 2 T 0M. 7 
(£4 24451552) 4G) ee as ALZA з YT side 
€... Surely, they have fallen into trial [fitnah]...} 
(Qur'an 9: 49) 


— on the hearts of the believers, when the mundfiq 
(hypocrite) said: 


(£4 :35 431 $5 yy) &@)... ИС“ 


^ Sahih Muslim bi-Sharh an-Nawawi, 12/156. 
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€... Grant me leave [to be exempted from al-jihad 
(Holy War)] and put me not into trial...) 
(Qur'an 9: 49) 


Is it not the greatest of help, strengthening the heart of the 
believer, refuting doubts and silencing the voices of 
falsehood? Indeed it is, by Allah. 


When the believers were coming back from al- 
Hudaybiyah,” Allah promised them much war booty which 
they alone would go and take (1.e., the booty of Khaybar)°. 
He (4) told them that the munàfiqoon would ask to 
accompany them, but the Muslims would say, “You shall 
not follow us.’’ They would persist in trying to change the 
words of Allah, and they would say to the believers: 


AX S EG САУ Ae Ce Ал ү 
«ОЭЗ 556 Y GE 5,322 у...» 
(ло : 241 By ye) 


$... ‘Rather, you envy us’. But they were not 
understanding except a little.» (Qur'an 48: 15) 


? Hudaybiyah: a place near west of Makkah, known for the historic 
treaty between the last Prophet and the Quraysh in 6 AH leading to the 
final victory of Makkah three years after. 

6 A place 100 miles away to the north from Madinah, a strong hold of 


the Jews, subdued by the Muslims within a year after the treaty of 
Hudaybiyah. 
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Later, all of this happened to the believers, step by 
step and word by word. 


— From this we can see the difference between those 
whose lives are connected to the Qur'an: who read it, recite 
it, memorize it, study it, ponder over its meanings and take 
it as their starting-point and their refuge, and those who are 
preoccupied with the words of man. 


— Would those who seek knowledge devote most of their 
efforts to understanding the Qur'an properly! 


2. Adhering to the laws of Allah 
and doing righteous deeds 


Allah (ağ) says: 


2 ^ 2 
p a © 7 2 ^ A де 1 D 
AMAA 17 Be Af ey, 7 ТИ >? v ar Te on? 2 
Le A as obi! ail oues 5-23 8; 


(ХУ teal pl By ee «(v 
{Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the 
word that stands firm in this world [i.e., they will 
keep on worshiping Allah Alone and none else], 
and in the Hereafter. And Allah will cause to go 
astray those who are Dhàlimoon [polytheists and 
wrongdoers], and Allah does what He wills. 
(Qur'an 14: 27) 
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Qatàdah said: 


“As for the life of this world, Allah will help them 
to be steadfast in doing good and righteous deeds; 
and in the Hereafter (He will help them) to remain 
steadfast in the grave.’’ A similar interpretation is 
narrated by more than one of the Salaf.® 


Allah (4) says: 


2 
% fer "LT 2 7 o AIL 


2^7» , / А 222€ «4^ 

us 2 Oe GES ow ос» CS el 7)... Ф 
Жз ү 14 

CUL 260215 352) јав 


€... but if they had done what they were told, it 
would have been better for them, and would have 
strengthened their [Faith]; (Qur'an 4: 66), 


— i.e., it would have strengthened them in their adherence 
to the Truth. 


This is clear, for how can you expect steadfastness on 
the part of those who are too lazy to do righteous deeds 
when fitnah (trial or affliction) raises its ugly head and 
calamity increases? But Allah will guide those who believe 
and do righteous deeds by their faith to the Straight Path. 


7 Qatadah ibn Di'àmah as-Sadoosy (679 CE / 60 AH — 735 CE / 117 
AH): A Tabi'i (follower of the Prophet's Companions) Imam of Tafsir 
in Basrah, a student of the Companions Anas ibn Malik, Abu Sa‘id al- 
Khudri and a number of Тарі“ scholars. 


* Tafsir al-Qur'an al-‘Adhim by Ibn Kathir, 4/421. 
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So, the Prophet (#8) used to persevere in doing righteous 
deeds, and the most beloved of good deeds to him were 
those that were continuous, even if they were small. When 
his Companions started to do anything, they would persist 
in it, and when *A'ishah? (t) (may Allah be pleased with 
her) did something, she would keep it up. The Prophet (2%) 
used to say: 


"Whoever perseveres in doing twelve rak'ahs 
(prayer units — i.e. the rawatib or the sunnah 
prayers which the Prophet did constantly), Paradise 
will be his right.” !? 


According to a hadith qudsi,'! Allah (3€) says: 


“Му slave will keep drawing near to me with nafl 
(non-obligatory) acts of worship until I love 
him.” !? 


? A wife of the Prophet and mother of the believers — a daughter of 
Abu Bakr, the first Caliph. Born in Makkah in 614 CE / 9 years 
before Hijrah and died 678 CE / 58 AH in Madinah. 

10 Sunan at-Tirmidhi, 2/273; he said the hadith is hasan or sahih; see 
also Sahih an-Nasa@’i, 1/388 and Sahih at-Tirmidhi, 1/131. 

!! Divine inspiration expressed in the words of the last Prophet, a 
hadith wherein the Prophet says in the name of Allah with the 
expression, "Allah says,... 

12 Bukhari, see Fath al-Bari, 11/340. 
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3. Studying the stories of the Prophets 


and following their example 


The evidence for this is the aya: 


л oe a A vá T 77 452 С 
VA ody ӨР Р С del ie dide оно X 
= ^ ne К 4^7 “07-7 
&( ns А E 23 Ale ә,» cad US d + |» 


(\Ү+ tage 5,2) 

«Апа all that We relate to you [O° Muhammad] of 
the news of the Messengers is in order that We 
may make strong and firm your heart thereby. And 
in this [chapter of the Qur'an] has come to you the 
Truth, as well as an admonition and a reminder for 
the believers. (Qur'an 11: 120) 


Such ayat were not revealed at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah (4) for the purpose of mere entertain- 
ment and amusement. They were revealed for an important 
purpose, which was to strengthen the heart of the Prophet 
(28) and, likewise, the hearts of the believers. 


* Think about the meaning of the ayat: 
-5 £N ae Y ^. (d АТА 
Ls AE «py Uu | Sli de 
25 «dy m S) S cun 4 CL, 65 Ey ^os 


„”%@ ?ә PF TR 
(V*—3A eSI by S) €) У) eee (ees 
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They said: ‘Burn him and help your àlihah 
[gods], if you will be doing.’ We [Allah] said: ‘O’ 
fire! Be you coolness and safety for Ibrahim 
[Abraham]" And they wanted to harm him, but 
We made them the worst losers.) 

(Qur'an 21: 68-70) 


Ibn “АБЬаѕ'? (.4;) (may Allah be pleased with him), said: 


“The last thing Ibrahim said when he was thrown 
in the fire was, ‘Allah is Sufficient for me and He 
is the Best Disposer of affairs.’ ’’’* 


Do you not feel how he stood firm in the face of oppression 
and torture when you read this story? 


* Think about ће àyàt in which Allah (4) tells us about 
Moosa (Moses) (xà) (May peace be upon him): 
7 ^4. » П 2% ^ Lor ZO 2 TT a 
% A 556207 б и Com Se о 5 0% 


de 
29% РРТС 
(IY-IN iel 5) &@) SA do oed K 
(And when the two hosts saw each other, the 
companions of Moosa said: 'We are sure to be 
overtaken.’ [Moosa] said: ‘Nay, verily with me is 


!3 A cousin and the Companion of the Prophet, served the Prophet for 
ten years and was considered to be Imam al-Mufassirin - leader of the 
Qur'an's exegetes. Died in Taif 687 CE / 68 AH. 

14 Fath al-Bari, 8/229. 
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my Lord. He will guide те.’ 
(Qur'an 26: 61-62) 


Do you not feel how he stood firm when he was being 
pursued by the army of Fir‘awn (Pharaoh) and was 
surrounded by cries of despair from his own people? 


* Read the story of the magicians of Pharaoh, which is an 
example of a small group that adhered firmly to the Truth 
once it had become apparent to them. Do you not see how 
they stood firm in the face of threats issued by the oppressor 
who said: 


Kae sii BS Ay WG ISH Bae. ә 
à SAN ok ы XB X ФА BS a 

€) A (ie 13 Eh eT, eat got 
(VY rab by 2) 


€... You believed in him [Moses] before I gave you 
permission? Verily he is your chief who has taught 
you magic. So I will surely cut off your hands and 
feet on opposite sides, and I will surely crucify you 
on the trunks of date-palms, and you shall surely 
know which of us [I (Fir'awn — Pharaoh) or the 
Lord of Moses] is more severe in [giving] 
punishment and more enduring.]* 

(Qur'an 20: 71) 
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The small group of believers stood firm with no 
thought of retreat, and said: 


(V Y ab 35 yw) 


€... We prefer you not over what have come to us 
of the clear signs and over Him [Allah] Who 
created us. So decree whatever you desire to 
decree, for you can only decree [regarding] the life 
of this world.» (Qur'an 20: 72) 


* Also think about the stories of the believer in Soorat Yasin 
(Chapter — 36), the believer of Pharaoh's household, the 
people of the Ditch (al-ukhdood) and others, which teach us 
the greatest lessons we could ever learn about standing firm 
in our faith. 


4. Ad-Du‘a’ (Supplication) 


One of the characteristics of the believing slaves of 
Allah is that they turn to Allah (4) with ad-du‘a’, asking 
Him to help them to stand firm: 


“or 


4G). „Саус РУС 
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(Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate [from the 
Truth] after You have guided us...» (Qur'an 3: 8) 
„ЗЛАЯ Lu Gn Eds pd vu» 

29% 
(Yo* 8 A! 8 5 gw) € 


€... Our Lord! Pour out constancy [patience] on us 
and plant firmly our feet.» ^ (Qur'an 2: 250) 


The Prophet Muhammad (3%) told us that: 


"The hearts of the sons of Adam are as опе 
between the fingers of the All-Merciful, and He 
directs them as He wills." ? 


The Messenger of Allah (ж) often used to say, 


“О” Controller of the hearts, make my heart adhere 
firmly to Your religion.’’'® 


5. The Remembrance (dhikr) of Allah 


This is one of the greatest means of being steadfast in 
Islam. 


* Think about the combination described in this ayah: 


15 Imam Ahmad and Muslim from Ibn ‘Umar; see Sahih Muslim bi- 
Sharh an-Nawawi, 16/204. 

16 At-Tirmidhi from Anas. Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi, 6/349; Sahih al-Jami‘, 
hadith no. 7864. 
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э 0 JA22 uA vL 


° 2 > 7 4 22 „54 ^ 
pem 122% xc 2a) p GC СУЙ Мр} 
5% ge „А5 5 2,4 E. 
(£0 :JUEXMI 8, 4) 4) «545 ЖШ) 02 ail 
О’ you who have believed, when you meet a 
group [of enemies] stand firm [against them] and 
remember the Name of Allah much [both with 


tongue and mind], so that you may be successful.» 
(Qur'an 8: 45) 


Adh-dhikr is one of the most effective aids in standing firm 
in al-jihàd (holy war). 


“Think about how the physical strength of the 
Persians and Romans let them down when they needed it 
most,” said Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy on him, 
in ad-Dà' wad-Dawa', 


"Despite the small numbers of men and weapons, 
the people who remembered Allah much became 
victorious over them.’’ 


* How did Yoosuf stand firm in facing the temptation of the 
powerful and beautiful woman who called him to do 
wrong? Did he not enter the fortress of “seeking refuge in 
Allah’’ and thus defeated the waves of temptation? This is 
the effect of al-adhkar'’ on making the believers steadfast. 


17 Sing. dhikr, remembrance of Allah. 
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6. Striving to follow the correct way 


The only correct way which every Muslim must 
follow is the way of Ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jamà'ah, the path 
of the successful group and the sect on the safe mode of the 
Prophet's guidance — saved from being astray, the people 
of pure 'aqidah (faith) and sound methodology, the 
followers of the Sunnah (Prophet's traditions) and only 
(sound) evidence. The Muslim must be distinct from the 
enemies of Allah and different from the people of 
falsehood. 


If you want to know the value of this in standing firm, 
then ask yourself: Why have so many people in the past and 
the present been led astray? Why have they become 
confused? Why have their feet not stood firm on the 
Straight Path? Why did they not die following it, or why did 
they come to it so late in life, after wasting so much 
precious time? 


So, you see them moving from one kind of misguided 
bid‘ah (heresy) to another, from philosophy to ‘ilm al- 
Кайт (scholastic theology), from al-Mu tazilah!? thought 
to the way of twisting and misinterpreting the clear ayat 
(verses) of the Qur'an, from one Soofi (Islamic mystic) 
tariqah (school) to another... 


18 A theological school which introduced speculative dogmatism in 


Islam. 
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Thus are the people of bid‘ah confused and shaky in 
their faith. See how the people of ‘ilm al-kalam are deprived 
of steadfastness at the time of death. One of the salaf (pre- 
decessors) commented, 


“The people who suffer the most doubt at the time 
of death are the people of al-kalam.’”’ 


But think about it, has any follower of ahl as-Sunnah wal- 
Јата ‘аһ ever turned his back on this way in discontent after 
he has come to know and understand it? People may 
abandon it because of their whims and desires, or because 
of doubts if their understanding is weak; but no one has left 
because he saw something better or because he thought this 
way was wrong. 


The proof of this is to be seen in the questions posed 
by Heraclius to Abu Sufyàn about the followers of 
Muhammad (£g). He asked, 


"Has anyone ever left this religion out of discontent after 
entering it?” 


Abu Sufyàn said, “No.” 


Heraclius then said, “This is how it is when the joy of faith 
fills the heart.” *? 


I? Bukhari, See Fath al-Bari, 1/23. 
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We have heard a lot about great leaders who moved 
from one kind of bid'ah to another, and others whom Allah 
(4) guided, and so they left falsehood behind and joined 
the madhhab”? of ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, despising 
their former ways. But do we ever hear about the opposite? 


If you want to stand firm in your Islam, then you must 
follow the way of the believers. 


7. Training and education 


Gradual conscious training in faith, based on 
knowledge, is one of the basic factors in standing firm in 
Islam. 


Faith Training is that which fills the heart and 
consciousness with fear, hope and love [of Allah (3)], as 
opposed to the dryness which results from ignoring the 
texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah and devoting too much 
attention to the words of men. 


Knowledge Training is that which is based on only 
Sahih (authentic) evidences, as opposed to mere imitation 
and blind following. 


Conscious Training is that which recognizes the 
way of the sinners and wrongdoers, studies the plots of the 


20 Madhhab: Juristic school, school of thought. There are four famous 
schools of thought, Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi‘i and Hanbali. 
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enemies of Islam and properly understands and evaluates 
reality and events, as opposed to a blinkered world view 
and narrow horizons. 


Gradual Training is that which takes the Muslim 
step by step towards achieving perfection with proper 
planning, as opposed to spontaneous and hasty progress in 
fits and starts. 


In order to understand the importance of this element 
in standing firm, let us go back to the sirah (biography) of 
the Messenger of Allah (3) and ask ourselves: 


* What was the source of the Companions’ steadfastness in 
Makkah, at the time of their persecution? 


* How could Bilal, Khabbàb, Mus‘ab, the family of Үаѕіг 
and other dispossessed Muslims stand firm? How could 
even the greatest of the Sahabah (Companions) stand firm 
when they were boycotted by others? 


* [s it possible that they could have stood firm without 
extensive training under the supervision of the Prophet (2), 
which had honed and refined their personalities? 


* Take, for example, the Sahabi Khabbab ibn al-Art (5), 
whose owner used to heat an iron skewer until it was red- 
hot, then place it on his bare back where it would burn until 
it was extinguished by the fat of his back flowing over it. 
What made him able to bear all that with patience and 
perseverance? 
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* And think of Bilal (445) beneath the rock on the burning 
sands, and Sumayyah (o) in chains and fetters... 


* Look at the Madīnan period and ask, “Who stood firm 
with the Prophet (%%) at Hunayn?! when most of the 
Muslims fled? Was it the new converts who had become 
Muslims at the Conquest of Makkah, but had not yet 
received sufficient training at the hands of the Prophet (3) 
and most of whom had gone out only in search of booty?’ 
No... most of those who stood firm were the créme de 1а 
créme of the believers, who had already received that great 
training. 

Had they not received such training, do you think 
they would have stood firm? 


8. Having confidence in the 
path you are following 


There is no doubt that the more confident the Muslim 
is of the path he is following, the more steadfast he will be 
in adhering to it. There are many ways of achieving this, 
including the following: 


* Feeling that the way which you are following is not 
something new that started in this century, but that it is an 


ah Hunayn: A narrow valley between Makkah and Taif, three miles 
away from Makkah. It received fame because of the fierce battle in the 
8th year after Hijrah, and after the conquest of Makkah. 
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ancient and venerable way which the Prophets, speakers of 
truth, scholars, martyrs and righteous people have followed 
before you. This will reduce your feelings of loneliness and 
replace your alienation with a sense of comfort; and your 
sadness will turn to joy because you will feel that all these 
people are your brothers in your way and methodology. 


* Feeling that you are among the chosen. Allah (4) says: 


€G) .. GEA codi uice Б AS A TIG, 
(04 : Ja 2I 35 42) 


€...Praise and thanks are to Allah, and peace be on 
His slaves whom He has chosen [for His 


Message]!...} (Qur’an 27: 59) 
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(Then We gave the Book [the Qur'an] for 


inheritance to those We have chosen of Our 
slaves...) (Qur’an 35: 32) 
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{Thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the 


interpretation of narratives [events, dreams and 
other things]... (Qur'an 12: 6) 
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Just as Allah has chosen the Prophets, so the 
righteous have a share in their being chosen to inherit the 
knowledge of the Prophets. 


* How would you feel if Allah had created you inanimate, a 
dumb beast, a kafir, one who calls to bid‘ah, an immoral 
wrongdoer, a Muslim who does not call others to Islam or 
one who calls to a way that is filled with error? 


Do you not see that this feeling of having been 
chosen by Allah (4) and made one of those who call to the 
way of ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jamà'ah is one of the factors 
which will keep you steadfast in your methodology and in 
this path? 


9. Ad-Da'wah — Calling others to Allah 


The soul that is not active will stagnate. One of the 
most important fields in which one can be active is the field 
of ad-da‘wah (calling others to Allah). This is the work of 
the Prophets, the work which will save you from 
punishment, make you realize your potential and enable 
you to achieve great things. 


ASS T^ T, 14 Boe ш "d 
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4So unto that [religion of Islam] invite [people] 
[O' Muhammad], and be straight [on Islamic 
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Monotheism by performing all that is ordained by 
Allah (good deeds), and by abstaining from all that 
is forbidden by Allah (sins and evil deeds)] as you 
are commanded...» (Qur'an 42: 15) 


It is not true to say that someone is neither making 
progress nor slipping back (for if you are not making 
progress, you are falling back — no one is static). If a 
person is not occupied in acts of worship and obedience, he 
will be busy with sin and disobedience; as faith can wax and 
wane (it does not remain constant). 


Calling to the correct method — by devoting time to 
it, making mental and physical efforts and speaking out, so 
that ad-da‘wah becomes the main concern of the Muslim 
— will block the Shaytan's (Satan's) efforts to tempt him 
and lead him astray. 


In addition to that, being challenged by obstacles and 
stubborn people on the journey of ad-da ‘wah will make the 
dà'iyah (caller to Islamic faith, preacher, missionary) 
stronger in faith. 


Besides bringing a great reward, ad-da‘wah is also a 
means of being steadfast in one's faith and protecting 
oneself from backsliding, because the one who is attacking 
does not need to defend himself, and Allah (4) is with the 
dà'iyahs, making them stand firm. The dà 'iyah is like a 
doctor fighting illness with his experience and knowledge. 


34 . Means of Steadfastness in Islam 


By fighting the illness in others, he will be the least likely to 
suffer it himself. 


10. Keeping close to people 
who help you to be steadfast 


These are people whose characteristics were 
mentioned by the Prophet (4) in the following hadith: 


"Among the people are some who open the way to 
goodness and close the way to evil." 


Looking for scholars, righteous people and believing 
dà'iyahs, and keeping close to them, is a great help in 
remaining steadfast. When times of trial arose in Islamic 
history, Allah (4) helped the Muslims to stand firm with 
the help of some individuals. 


For example, 'Ali ibn al-Madini (may Allah have 
mercy on him) said: 
"Allah supported His Religion with as-Siddiq 


(Abu Bakr) at the time of the Riddah (Apostasy), 
and with Imam Ahmad at the time of the test."' 


22 Hasan hadith reported by Ibn Majah from Anas, 237, and by Ibn 
Abu ‘Asim in Kitab as-Sunnah, 1/127. See also Silsilat al-ahadith aş- 
Sahihah, hadith no. 1332. 
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Think of what Ibn al-Qayyim said about the role of 
his Sheikh, Sheikh al-Islam (Ibn Taymiyyah) in helping 
Muslims to stand firm: 


"When our fear became too great and we began to 
think the worst and things got too difficult for us, 
we would come to him. We only had to see him 
and hear his words, and all that would go away, to 
be replaced by tranquillity, strength, assurance 
and calm. Glory be to the One Who made His 
slaves witness Paradise before their meeting with 
Him, opened its door to them in this world and 
caused them to feel its fragrant breezes so that 
they would devote all their energy to seeking it 
and competing for it." 


Here, Islamic brotherhood emerges as a basic source 
of steadfastness. Your righteous brothers, leaders and 
teachers are a source of help for you on the path and a 
strong pillar on which you can lean. They can make you 
more steadfast through the ауаї they know and the wisdom 
they possess; so stick with them and live among them; do 
not be alone, lest the shayàtin^* should overwhelm уоп, for 
the sheep that the wolf eats is the one that wanders off away 
from the flock. 


23 AI-Wabil as-Sayyib, p. 97. 
24 Sing. shaytan (Satan); Devils. 
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11. Being confident of the help of Allah, and that 


the future belongs to Islam 


We need to stand firm even more when victory 15 
delayed, so that we do not go astray after being steadfast. 
Allah (4) says: 
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(And how many a Prophet [ie. many from 
amongst the Prophets fought in Allah's Cause] and 
along with him fought many religious scholars. 
But they never lost heart for that which did befall 
them in Allah's Way, nor did they weaken or 
submit. And Allah loves as-Sabirin [the patient]. 
And they said nothing but: ‘Our Lord! Forgive us 
our sins and our transgressions [in keeping our 
duties to You], establish our feet firmly and give us 
victory over the disbelieving folk.' So Allah gave 
them the reward of this world, and the excellent 
reward of the Hereafter...) (Qur'an 3: 146-148) 
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When the Messenger of Allah (©) wanted to calm 
down his persecuted Companions and make them steadfast 
at times of persecution and testing, he told them that the 
future belonged to Islam. What did he say? Bukhari 
reported from Khabbab that he (2%) said: 


"Allah will certainly complete this matter (1.e., 
Islam), until a traveller will be able to go from 
San‘a’ to Hadramawt fearing nothing except Allah 
and the wolf that may attack his sheep." ^? 


Telling the young generations about the hadiths that 
give the good news of the future belonging to Islam is an 
important part of their education and training to stand firm 
in their religion. 


12. Understanding the reality of 
falsehood and not being misled by it 


Allah (3&) says: 
и эр ° PET. Ave 2202ж, «4 
&© alll à GM 2165 Ж Y» 
(VAN : ole у) 
€Let not the free disposal [and affluence] of the 


disbelievers throughout the land deceive you.» 
(Qur'an 3: 196) 


25. Bukhari; see Fath al-Bari, 7/165. 
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This offers reassurance to the believers and helps them to 
stand firm. 


Allah also tells us: 
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€...and the torrent carried a rising foam...) 
(Qur'an 13: 17) 


This is a lesson for those who have intelligence not to fear 
falsehood or submit to it. 


The Qur'an also exposes the aims and means of the 
people of falsehood, as Allah (4) says: 
CLE LE 
(And thus do We explain the ayàt [proofs, 
evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.] 
in detail, that the way of the mujrimoon [criminals, 
polytheists, sinners] may become manifest.) 
(Qur'an 6: 55) 
Thus, Muslims will not be caught unaware and they will 
know from which direction Islam will be attacked. 


* How often have we heard about and seen movements 
collapsing and dà ‘iyahs losing their steadfastness because 


Means of Steadfastness in Islam 39 


of attacks which they did not expect due to their ignorance 
of their enemies? 


13. Acquiring the characteristics that 
will help one to remain steadfast 


The most important of these is as-sabr (patience). 
Bukhari and Muslim report that the Prophet (3%) said: 


“No one is given any gift greater and more 
bountiful than patience.''^? 


The greatest patience comes at the onset of a disaster. If 
something unexpected befalls a man, the disaster will 
overwhelm him and he will lose his steadfastness if he does 
not have patience. 


* Think about what Ibn al-Jawzi said: 


“Т saw an old man, nearly eighty years old, 
who always used to come to the jama‘ah 
(congregation) prayers. When a son of his 
daughter died, he said, “Мо one should pray to 
Allah any more, because He does not respond.’ 
Then he said, ‘Allah is stubborn and does not 
leave us а son.’ "7? 


26 Bukhari: Kitab az-Zakàh, Bab al-Isti‘faf ‘an al-Mas'alah; and 
Muslim: Kitab az-Zakah, Bab Fadl at-Ta‘affuf was-Sabr. 
27 Ath-Thabat ‘ind al-Mamat by Ibn al-Jawzi, p. 34. 
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— Exalted be Allah far above what he said. 


* When the Muslims were defeated at the battle of Uhud”®, 
this disaster was quite unexpected, because Allah had 
promised them victory, but Allah taught them a hard lesson 
through the blood of the martyrs. 


ae 2 
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4[What is the matter with you?] When a single 
disaster smites you, although you smote [your 
enemies] with one twice as great, you say: 'From 
where does this come to us?’ Say [to them], ‘It is 
from yourselves [because of your evil deeds]...’} 

(Qur'an 3: 165) 


How could they have been the cause of it? 
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4... when you lost your courage and fell to 
disputing about the order, and disobeyed after He 


28 Name of a mountain in the north of Madinah. This was the second 
battle spot where the Muslims faced the Quraysh army in 2 AH and 
suffered defeat. 
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showed you [of the booty] which you love. Among 
you are some that desire this world...) 
(Qur'an 3:152) 


14. The advice of the righteous man 


When the Muslim is faced with trials, he should 
consider that as a test from God to purify his soul. Allah will 
help him to stand firm through a righteous man who will 
advise and guide him. Through this man's words, Allah 
helps the believer to stand firm and directs his steps. These 
words remind him of Allah (3), the Meeting with Him, His 
Paradise and His Hell. There follow some examples from 
the life of Imam Ahmad, who entered the test and emerged 
as pure gold. 


He was taken in chains to al-Ma'moon who had 
already issued him such a stern warning, before he reached 
him, that a servant said to Imam Ahmad, 


“It hurts me, О” Abu ‘Abdullah, that al-Ma’moon 
has unsheathed a sword which he has never 
unsheathed before, and he swears by his 
relationship to the Messenger of Allah (3) that if 
you do not accept what he says about the Qur'an 
being created, he will certainly kill you with that 
sword.''?? 


29 Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah, 1/332. 
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At that point, the intelligent scholars took the 
opportunity to say to their Imam words that would help him 
to remain steadfast. In as-Siyar, adh-Dhahabi reports from 
Abu Ja‘far al-Anbari: 


“When I was told that Ahmad had been taken 
to al-Ma’moon I crossed the Euphrates and found 
him sitting in an inn, where I greeted him. He said, 
“О” Abu Ja‘far, why did you go to the trouble (of 
coming here)?’ I said, “Listen to me, today you are 
the leader and the people are following you. By 
Allah, if you accept that the Qur’an is created, a 
lot of people will go along with that, but if you do 
not, then neither will they. Even if this man (al- 
Ma’moon) does not kill you, you will still die, 
because death is inevitable, so fear Allah and do 
not go along with him (al-Ma’moon).’ Ahmad 
began to weep and said, ‘Mā sha’ Allah (Allah 
willed).’ Then he said, “О” Abu Ja'far, say it 
again,’ so I said it again, and he kept saying, ‘Ma 
sha’ Allah...’ >? 


With regard to his being taken to al-Ma' moon, Imam 
Ahmad said: 


“We reached ar-Rahbah at midnight, and a man 
came to us and said, ‘Which of you is Ahmad ibn 


30 Adh-Dhahabi: as-Siyar 11/238. 
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Hanbal?' He was told, “This man.’ He said to the 
camel-driver, ‘Slow down.’... Then he said, 
‘Listen to me, why should you worry if you get 
killed here and go to Paradise?' Then he said, 
‘May Allah be with you,’ and left. I asked about 
him and I was told, ‘He is an Arab from the tribe 
of Rabi'ah who deals with wool in the desert. He 
is called Jabir ibn ‘Amir, and they say good things 
about him.’ °°?! 


In al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah (Book Title), we read 
that a Bedouin said to Imam Ahmad: 


“Listen to me, you are a representative of the 
people, so do not be bad news for them. You are 
the leader of the people today, so beware of doing 
what they [rulers] are asking you to do, lest you 
should bear their sins on the Day of Resurrection. 
If you love Allah, then bear this with patience, for 
the only thing standing between you and Paradise 
is your being killed.'' 


Imam Ahmad said: 


"His words strengthened my resolve not to do 
what they [rulers] were asking me to do. ?? 


31 Siyar A'làm an-Nubalà', 11/241. 
32 Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah, 1/332. 
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It is reported that Imam Ahmad said: 


“I never heard any stronger words at that time than 
what a Bedouin said to me at Rahbat Tawq, a 
village between ar-Raqqah and Baghdad on the 
banks of the Euphrates. He said, 'O' Ahmad, if 
they kill you for the Truth, you will be a shahid 
(martyr), and if you live, you will be praised.' And 
so my heart grew strong." ^? 


Imam Ahmad said of the young man Muhammad ibn 
Nooh, who accompanied him at that time of trial: 


"Even though he was so young, he had such great 
knowledge. I never saw anyone who adhered 
more firmly to the command of Allah than 
Muhammad ibn Nooh, and I hope that his end was 
good. He said to me one day, “О” Abu 'Abdullah, 
you are not like me. You are a man whom people 
follow, and they are straining their necks to see 
what you will do, so fear Allah and adhere to His 
commands.' Then he died, and I prayed the 
janazah (funeral) prayer for him and buried 
him." 


33 Siyar Аат an-Nubala’, 11/241. 
34 Тыа, 11/242. 
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Even his fellow-prisoners, whom Imam Ahmad used 
to lead in prayer in chains, had a role to play in helping him 
to stand firm. One day, when he was in prison, Imam 
Ahmad said, 


“I don't care about being in prison — it is no 
different from my home — or about being killed 
by the sword, but I am afraid of the trial of being 
whipped.'"" One of the prisoners heard him and 
said, “Don’t worry, О’ Abu ‘Abdullah, it is only 
two lashes of the whip, then you don't feel where 
the rest fall." It was as if this reassured him and 
calmed him down.? 


So try to seek advice from righteous people, and try to 
understand it if it is given to you. 


* Seek their advice before you travel, if you think that 
something could happen to you. 


* Seek their advice when you are facing some trial, or 
before some test that you expect to face. 


* Seek their advice if you are appointed to a position of 
authority, or if you inherit some wealth. 


Make yourself stand firm, and help others to do so 
too. Allah is the Protector of the believers. 


23 Siyar A‘lam an-Nubala’, 11/240. 
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15. Thinking about the delights of 
Paradise and the punishments of 
Hell-Fire, and remembering death 


Paradise is the abode of joy, the consolation of those 
who grieve and the final destination of the believers. The 
soul is by nature not inclined to make sacrifices, work hard 
or stand firm unless it gets something in return, that makes 
difficulties easy and helps it to overcome the obstacles in its 
Way. 


The one who knows about the reward will find it easy 
to work hard, because he will be aware that if he does not 
remain steadfast, he will miss out a Paradise as wide as the 
heavens and the earth. The soul needs something to lift it 
above the dust of this earth and raise it to the heavenly 
world. 


The Prophet (3) used the mention of Paradise to 
encourage his Companions to stand firm. According to a 
hasan sahih hadith, the Messenger of Allah (3) passed by 
Yasir, ‘Ammar and Umm ‘Ammar when they were being 
tortured for the sake of Allah and said, 


"Patience, family of Үаѕіг, patience, family of 


Yasir, for your destination is Paradise.''?? 


36 Al-Hàkim, 3/383; it is a hasan sahih hadith. See Fiqh as-Sirah, ed. 
al-Albàni, p. 103. 
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The Prophet (3%) also used to tell the Ansàr ^: 


“You will face selfish people after my death, so 
have patience until you meet me at the Hawd 
(cistern) on the Day of Judgement." '?* 


Similarly, one should think about the situation of 
both groups (believers and disbelievers) in the grave, the 
gathering, the reckoning, the scales of justice, the bridge 
over Hell and the other events of the Hereafter. 


Remembering death protects the Muslim from 
backsliding and helps him to adhere to the limits set by 
Allah, the Almighty, All-Gracious, so he does not 
transgress them. If he knows that death is closer to him than 
his own shoelaces and that his time could come at any 
moment, how can he let himself slip or persevere in 
deviation? Hence, the Prophet (£) said: 


“Always remember the destroyer of pleasure.” ?? 


Situations where steadfastness is required 


There are many such situations which need to be 
discussed in detail, but we can only list them in brief here. 


37 Lit. Helpers, the people of Madinah who welcomed the last Prophet 
and his Makkan Companions when life with Islam was made 
unpardonable in Makkah. 

38 Bukhari and Muslim. 

39 At-Tirmidhi, 2/50; classed as sahih in Irwa’ al-Ghalil, 3/145. 
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1. Times of trial and tribulation 


Trials and tribulations can cause the heart to change. 
Whether they are the trials of ease or of hardship, only those 
who have understanding and whose hearts are filled with 
faith can remain steadfast. 


Among the different types of trials are: 


* The trial of wealth. Allah (3) says: 
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«Апа of them are some who made a covenant with 
Allah [saying]: “ТЇ He bestowed on us of His 
Bounty, we will verily give Sadagah [Zakah and 
voluntary charity in Allah's Cause] and will be 
certainly among those who are righteous.' Then 
when He gave them of His Bounty, they became 
niggard [refused to pay the Sadaqah (Zakah or 
voluntary charity)], and turned away, averse.} 
(Qur’an 9: 75-76) 
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* The trial of worldly power and authority. Allah, the 
Almighty, All-Glorious, says: 
sal apa Sh re E "a" “ Ls 4» 
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(And keep yourself [O° Muhammad] patiently 
with those who call on their Lord [i.e., your 
Companions who remember their Lord with 
glorification, praising in prayers, and other 
righteous deeds] morning and afternoon, seeking 
His Face [pleasure]; and let not your eyes overlook 
them, desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of 
the world; and obey not him whose heart We have 
made heedless of Our Remembrance, one who 


follows his own lusts, and whose affair [deeds] has 
been lost.» (Qur'an 18: 28) 


Concerning the danger of these two types of trial, the 
Prophet (38%) said: 


"Two hungry wolves sent against the sheep could 
not do more damage to them than the damage done 
by a man's eagerness for wealth and power to his 
religion.'^^? 


40 Ahmad: al-Musnad, 3/460; see also Sahih al-Jami‘, hadith no. 5496. 
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The meaning is that a man's desire for wealth and 
power will do more damage to his religion than the damage 
done by two hungry wolves to a flock of sheep. 


* The trial of one's wife. Allah (4%) says: 


Ё ri ad К. PP > 2 
12 aS -» ot CL Ў 
pr An 
(\& a; 46.. n paiol 
d... Verily, among your wives and your children 
there are enemies for you [1.e., may stop you from 


the obedience of Allah], therefore beware of 
them!...} (Qur’an 64: 14) 


* The trial of children. 
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The Prophet (3&) said: 


*Children are the cause of cowardice, the cause of 


stinginess and the cause of grief.’’*’ 


* The trial of persecution, oppression and injustice. 


Allah (a) has described this in the most evocative terms in 
the Qur'an: 
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^! Abu Ya'là, 2/305 — it also has corroborating reports. Sahih al- 
Jàmi', hadith no. 7037. 
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(4-4 igo by ge) 
«Cursed were the people of the Ditch [in the story 
of the Boy and the King] [containing] the fire fed 
with fuel when they were sitting by it [fire]. And 
they witnessed what they were doing against the 
believers [i.e., burning them]. And they [believers] 
had no fault except that they believed in Allah, the 
All-Mighty, Worthy of all Praise! To Whom 
belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth! 
And Allah is Witness over everything. 
(Qur'an 85: 4-9) 

Bukhari reported from Khabbab (445) who said: 
“We complained to the Messenger of Allah (3&) 
when he was reclining on his cloak in the shade of 
the Ka‘bah.’’ 

He said: 


"Among the people who came before you, there 
was a man who was taken and put into a hole dug 
for him in the earth. A saw was put on his head and 
he was cut into two pieces, and an iron comb was 
used to tear the flesh from his bones, but this still 
did not turn him away from his religion.’ ’’* 


42 Bukhari, Fath al-Bari, 12/315. 
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* The trial of the Dajjal (pseudo-Christ), which is the 
greatest trial in this world. 


The Prophet (3) said: 


“О” people, there has never been any fitnah (trial) 
on the face of the earth, since Allah created Adam, 
greater than the trial of the Dajjal... О” slaves of 
Allah, O' people, stand firm, for I shall describe 
him to you in a way that no Prophet before has 
described him...’’*° 


Conclusion 


With regard to the heart and the trials it is subjected 
to, the Prophet (£) said: 


“Hearts are exposed to trials one after the other. 
Any heart that succumbs to them is stained with a 
black spot, and any heart that resists them becomes 
pure white, until all hearts are one of these two 
types. The white heart is intensely white and will 
not be harmed by any trial as long as heaven and 
earth remain; and the black heart is intensely black 
and does not recognize good or forbid evil, except 
what suits its own whims and desires." '^* 


43 Тып Majah, 2/1359; see Sahih al-Jami‘, hadith no. 7752. 
^* Imam Ahmad, 5/386, and by Muslim, 1/128 — this version is 
narrated by Muslim. 
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2. Steadfastness in Al-Jihad 
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€O’ you who have believed, when you meet a 
group [of enemies], stand firm [against them]...} 
(Qur'an 8: 45) 


One of the major sins (kabà'ir) in our religion is 
running away from the battlefield. When the Prophet (3) 
was carrying earth on his back while they were digging the 
trench (al-khandaq), he repeated with the believers, 


“Make us steadfast when we meet our enemies." "^ 


3. Steadfastness in the Islamic way of life 
The Qur'an says: 


R^ M. 


(ҮҮ ge de 


(Among the believers are men true to their 
covenant with Allah [i.e., they have gone out for 


^ Bukhari: Kitab al-Ghazawat, Bab Ghazwat al-Khandaq. See Fath al- 
Bari, 7/399. 
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al-jihad (fighting in the Cause of Allah), and 
showed not their backs to the disbelievers]. 
Among them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to 
death], and among them is he who awaits [his 
chance]. And they did not alter [the terms of their 
commitment] by any alteration. 

(Qur'an 33: 23) 


Their principles are dearer to them than their own 
souls, and their determination knows no compromise. 


4. Steadfastness at the time of death 


The kuffar and immoral people are denied 
steadfastness at the most difficult and most stressful 
times, and they cannot utter the Shahddah (testimony of 
faith) at the time of death — which is one of the signs of a 
bad end. А man who was dying was told to say La ilaha illa 
Allah, but he started to move his head from right to left, 
refusing to say it. Another dying man started to say, “This is 
an excellent piece, this is a bargain,’’. A third one began to 
mention the names of various chess pieces, and a fourth 
started to hum the tunes of songs, or to mention the name of 
someone he loved. This is because those things distracted 
them from remembering Allah (4) in this world. 


You may see some of these people with blackened 
faces, or a foul odour, or turning away from the giblah 
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(direction of ka'bah), Là hawla wa là quwwata illa billah 
— there is no strength or power except with Allah. 


But the people of righteousness, who follow the 
Sunnah, are helped by Allah (4) to stand firm at the time of 
death, and so they utter the Shahadatayn (Lā ilaha Ша 
Allah, Muhammad Rasoolullah). You may see some of 
them with a cheerful face and a pleasant scent, looking as if 
they are hearing good news when their souls are taken from 
their bodies. 


This is an example of one of those whom Allah 
helped to be steadfast at the time of death. His name was 
Abu Zar‘ah ar-R4zi, one of the Imams in the field of hadith: 
"Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Warraq said: ‘We were 
with Abu Zar‘ah in Mashahran, one of the villages of ar- 
Riyy, when he was dying, and Abu Hatim, Ibn Warah, al- 
Mundhir ibn Shadhan and others were with him.’’’ They 
remembered the hadith, "Tell those who are dying to say Là 
ilaha Ша Allah,’ but they felt too shy to tell Abu Zar‘ah to 
say it. They said, ‘Let us mention the hadith.’ Ibn Warah 
said: ‘Abu ‘Asim told us, ‘Abdul-Hamid ibn Ja‘far told us, 
from Salih,' and he started to say, “Ibn Abu...’ but he could 
not go any further. Then Abu Наи said, ‘Bundār told us 
Abu ‘Asim told us, from ‘Abdul-Hamid ibn Ja‘far, from 
Salih...’ but he could not go any further, and the rest 
remained silent. Then Abu Zar‘ah, whilst was dying, 
opened his eyes and said: ‘Bundar told us, Abu ‘Asim told 
us, ‘Abdul-Hamid told us, from Salih ibn Abu ‘Arib from 
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Kathir ibn Murrah from Ми“ааһ ibn Jabal who said: The 
Messenger of Allah (£) said: 


‘Whoever says La ilàha illa Allah as his last words 
will enter Paradise.’ 


— then his soul departed, may Allah have mercy on 


him 9946 


These are the ones of whom Allah (4) says: 
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€Verily, those who said: ‘Our Lord is Allah 
[Alone], and then they stood straight [followed 
Islam truly], on them the angels will descend [at 
the time of their death] [saying]: ‘Fear not, nor 
grieve! But receive the glad tidings of Paradise 
which you have been promised!» (Qur'an 41: 30) 


O' Allah! Make us among them. O' Allah! We ask 
you to make us adhere to Islam with determination and 
wisdom, and the end of our prayer is that praise be to Allah, 
the Lord of the worlds, Amin. 


46 Siyar A‘lam an-Nubala’, 13/76, 85. 


Symbols used in this book 


(24): Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala — The Exalted 


(28): Salla-Allahu ‘Alayhi wa Sallam — Blessings and 
Peace be upon him 


(33): 'Alayhis-Salam — May Peace be upon him 


(485): Radia-Allahu ‘Anhu — May Allah be pleased with 
him 

(<): Radia-Allahu 'Anha — May Allah be pleased with 
her 


Ahl as-Sunnah 
wal Jama‘ah 


Amin 
‘Agidah 
Ayat 


Bid‘ah 
Da‘wah 
Dajjal 

Dhikr 

Du'à' 

Fitnah 

‘Ilm al-Kalàm 
Insàn 

Janazah 


Jihad 


Кайт 


2231 фа 
4212-13 


Glossary 


The majority of Muslims 
who stick to the Sunnah 


O' Allah answer 
Faith, creed, belief 


Sing. àyah; Proofs, 
evidences, verses, lessons, 
signs, revelations, etc. 


Innovation in religion 
Calling others to Allah 
Pseudo-Christ 
Remembrance of Allah 
Supplication 
Affliction, Trial 
Scholastic theology 
Man 

Funeral 


Fighting in the Cause of 
Allah 


Pl. Kuffar, Disbeliever 
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Kaba’ir pls 
Ma sha’ Allah 401.00 
Madani T" 
Madhhab VN XV 
Manhaj ce 
Munáfiq E 
Nafl Ja 
Nisyan obs 
Оа 5 
Qiblah 43 
Riddah 55 2 
Sabr 2 
Sahàbah i beo 
Sahih al-Jàmi' cM : 
e 
Salaf CAL, 


Sirah y 


sing. Kabirah; Major Sins 
What Allah willed 


Attribution to Madinah, 
Madinan 


Juristic school 
Method, way, path 
Pl. Munafiqoon; Hypocrite 


Non-obligatory, 
supererogatory 


Forgetfulness 
Heart 


The direction of prayer 
(Ka‘bah) 


Apostasy 
Patience 


Sing. Sahabi; Companions 
of the Prophet 


Lit. Authentic collection; 
Bukhari’s Authentic 
volume 


Lit. Predecessors; the early 
pious generations of Islam 


Biography 


Shahadah 


Shahid 


Shaytan 
Taqallub 


Dhalimoon 


Zakah 
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ŝa lgh 


Testimony, saying Lā ilāha 
Ша Allah Muhammad 
Rasoolullah 


Martyr, killed in a holy war 
or for the cause of Allah 


Satan (devil) 


Alteration, variation, ups 
and downs 


sing. Dhalim; 

Lit. unjust, wrongful; 
Polytheists and wrongdoers, 
etc. 


Annual obligatory 
prescribed charity (or poor- 
due) by a Muslim in 
possession of riches, 
merchandise, agricultural 
produce etc. over a 
prescribed limit called 
nisab. A pillar of Islam 


TRANSLITERATION CHART 


hort 
(when followed т another Arabic word) 


sh 
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9 (as a long vowel) 


ОПТ 
(Omitted in initial position) 


[c [ome T 3 
LL p Em | 1 
Ls | Emm | 3 


Shaddah Double letter 
Absence of vowel 


